It had been raining heavily for about five hours before the col- 
lection site was reached. There was no watercourse closer to the 
area than about one mile. There was a scmi-permanent dam about 
half a mile away, Other species collected at the same time were 
Cyclorana cultripes and Neobatrachus sp. The females of Notaden 
and Cyclorana were both gravid while the female of Neobatrachus 
had shed its eggs. 


In view of the report (Parker, ibid., p. 60) that Notaden ben- 
netti is myrmecophagous, the guts of the two specimens were re- 
moved. Examination showed that the heads and wings of ants 
(Formicidae) and the heads of a species of termite, having nasute 
soldiers, was also present. The gut contents are reported in greater 
detail by J. H. Calaby (sec p. 79). 


E. H. M. EALEY and A. R. MAIN, Nedlands. 


Frogs at Jigalong.—Main and Calaby (W.A. Nat., 5: 216-228) 
have pointed out that the frog fauna of the North-West is little 
known. It seems desirable therefore that range extensions and new 
locality records should be published.. 


I arrived at Jigalong (approx. lat. 23° 24’ S, long. 120° 46’ W) 
in February 1959. Since then the following frogs have been collected 
by native children and myself from the Jigalong Creek and land 
adjacent to its banks. Jigalong Creek flows in a north-westerly 
direction and eventually empties into extensive flats at about lat. 
23° 0’ S, long. 120° 30’ W, It does not connect directly with any 
river system hut these flats, in flood times, possibly provide a con- 
nection with the Fortescue River. 


Hyla rubella Gray. This species frequents some rain water 
tanks. At night occasional specimens are found on the windows and 
inside the house catehing insects attracted by the light. During 
the summer months these frogs were found in the drainage pipe 
from the bathroom, in salt water analysed by the Government 
Chemical Laboratorics as having total soluble salts (by evapora- 
tion) 687 grains per gallon, and reaction neutral. 


Limnodynastes spenceri Parker. This species has been found in 
burrows in the creek bed in the following instances: 


a. 15 specimens were collected on April 12, after 40 points of 
rain had fallen in the previous three days. 

b. 3 specimens were collected on April 16, after an additional 
18 points. 

c. 16 specimens were collected on May 18-19, after 36 points of 
rain had fallen. Of these 15 specimens were forwarded to A. R. 
Main. 

In all instances the ereek flowed slowly during the night the 
rain fell but by midday next day was still, 

On May 18-19, 15 specimens were collected from coarse creek 
sand from which the water had receded. Each was in a burrow with 
a small pile of sand over it. It appears, therefore, that the frogs 
excavate the burrows during the night after the water has lowered. 

The species is common after summer rain. 
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The call heard in captivity was a rapid “ho ho ho ho” (‘‘o” as in 
eot), high pitehed and like the noise made by a child’s squeeze toy. 

Notaden nichollsi Parker. Of this species 5 specimens were col- 
lected in Mareh. Two were forwarded to A. R. Main. 

One specimen was dug by native children from a burrow in the 
ereek bed and another from about 200 yards from the ereek. The 
other specimens were brought by children but they could give no 
information regarding their collection. 

The gut eontents of the specimen preserved soon after capture 
were predominantly termites. These have been identified by J. H. 
Calaby as Drepanotermes rubriceps (Froggatt). 

Both Notaden nichollsi and Limnodynastes spenceri are known 
to the loeal natives as “Nan-kra”; ‘-kra’” shows ownership in the 
local languages—Mantjiltjara and Katatjara—thus these are two 
frogs which own (= speak) “Nan.” 

The specimens of all species have been identified by Dr. A. R. 
Main of the Zoology Department, University of Western Australia. 


—ERIC LINDGREN, Jigalong. 


A Note on the Food of Australian Desert Frogs.—Main and 
Calaby (W.A. Nat., 5, 1957: 216) have given some observations on 
the food of Australian desert frogs. The stomach contents of 9 
specimens of Limnodynastes spenceri Parker and 12 specimens of 
Cyelorana cultripes Parker were examined, among other species. 
The prey eonsisted of a wide variety of arthropods, but was pre- 
dominantly termites and ants. These authors coneluded that the 
several species of frogs examined were unspecialized predators, 
and pointed out that the large number of termites and ants eaten 
was no doubt due to the faet that the weather conditions, whieh 
bring desert frogs to the surface for feeding and breeding, are the 
same as those whieh preeipitate colonizing flights of termites and 
ants. Also, ants and surface-foraging termites, which appear above 
ground after rain or during humid weather, are dominant faunal 
elements in inland Australia. In this group of termites the most 
abundant and widespread is Drepanotermes rubriceps (Froggatt). 


By eourtesy of Dr. A. R. Main, the writer has been able to 
examine the stomach contents of a further 3 specimens of C. cul- 
tripes and 6 specimens of L. spenceri. The C. cultripes were col- 
lected 12 miles from Port Hedland on the Marble Bar road (E. H. 
M. Ealey, Jan, 20, 1958). One stomach contained a large number 
of alates of an Amitermes species and some sand grains. Another 
contained a large number of alates of the same Amitermes species 
and, in addition, a few alates of D. rubriceps, one small worker ant 
(Iridomyrmex sp.), a small centipede, and a mass of unidentified 
silky material which somewhat resembled spider egg-eases. The 
third specimen contained only a mass of the silky material and 
some sand grains. The only abundant food item in the 6 speeimens 
of L. spenceri (Jigalong, E. Lindgren, April and May, 1959) was 
D. rubriceps. One stomach contained an alate and a few workers 
and soldiers, and the others contained soldiers and workers only, 
varying in numbers from 25 to about 150. Other food items were 
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